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Mother Goose on the Loose is a proven method for planning and presenting programs that focuses on the WHOLE CHILD and incorporates research-based theories of learning, music, puppets, picture books, nursery rhymes, art, play, and language. It helps young children develop and strengthen early literacy and school readiness skills in a nurturing environment through engaging activities.

Mother Goose on the Loose is not a performance; it is an early literacy program facilitated by a presenter that uses nursery rhymes to create positive connections between children and their caregivers. Caregivers learn about their child’s development though informal “developmental tips”; children learn through purposeful play.
Mother Goose on the Loose follows the “Listen, Like, Learn” approach. Its structure gives presenters flexibility to use songs and rhymes that they already know, making it easy to plan and present. Each presenter has the opportunity to share themselves comfortably with their audience, whether it is an audience of one or sixty!

Mother Goose on the Loose is easy to learn and easy to present. It is flexible enough to be successfully used in many different settings. Public libraries and children's museums use MGOL for baby and toddler times. Childcare centers and preschools use it for circle time. Playgroups use it for activity time. Parents and grandparents enjoy sharing MGOL activities with their children at home. Immigrants learn English by accompanying their children to MGOL programs. Drug rehabilitation centers teach parenting through MGOL.
Mother Goose on the Loose helps children develop skills for success in a classroom. It helps children acquire a rich vocabulary and strengthens foundational reading skills. MGOL gives children opportunities to practice turn-taking, direction following, paying attention and showing appreciation to others. The age-appropriate listening, moving, and singing that takes place in MGOL exercises fine and gross motor skills, fosters speech development, keeps children’s interest for an extended period of time, gives children opportunities to make scientific observations regarding cause and effect, and provides a joyful introduction to the world of books and reading.

Mother Goose on the Loose envisions a world where EVERY child EVERYWHERE has a strong foundation that will enable them to be successful in school and in life. MGOL fervently values:

· The right of every child to become literate

· Parents and family as a child’s first and most important teachers

· Nursery rhymes and music as tools for learning

· Joyful experiences with books and illustrations

· Community as the support system for families.

For more information about training opportunities, please visit the MGOL website, write to Betsy at mgolbalt@gmail.com or call 443-928-3915.


Rum pum pum*    by Barbara Cass-Beggs
    Rum pum pum. This is my drum.  Rum pum pum. This is my drum.

    My name is ___. What’s your name?

(The presenter walks around giving each child a chance to say and tap their name in syllables on the drum. Looking each child in the eye, the presenter smiles and says a word of greeting.)

Developmental Tip: “Hearing the sounds in words is called ‘phonological awareness.” Children who can hear sounds in words have an easier time learning how to read. When you are at home, try playing a game with your children by asking to tap out the names of household items on pots and pans.”
I Went to Visit the Farm One Day     Anonymous
(Show book illustrations of farm animals from Eric Carle’s The Very Busy Spider, while singing this song to match the illustrations).

    I went to visit a farm one day.            


    I saw a horse along the way.

     

    And what do you think the horse did say?                       [“Neigh, Neigh.”]
Developmental Tip: “Children find it very easy to imitate animal sounds. By offering them the opportunity to do so, you are building up their interest in the world around.”
Developmental Tip: “Books do not always need to be read aloud to be of value; simply looking at pictures and singing a song about them is worthwhile. This gives children a joyful experience with books, encourages them to “read” the picture in order to determine which sound to make, recognizes their knowledge of the appropriate sounds for each animal thus building their self-confidence, and gives them the opportunity to feel comfortable in displaying their knowledge to others
Wind, oh Wind*    by Barbara Cass-Beggs
(Wave colored scarves, then blow and let go at the same time) 
    Wind, oh wind, oh wind, I say

    What are you blowing away today?

    Scarves, oh scarves, oh scarves I say.

    The wind is blowing the scarves away.

Developmental Tip: “Playing with colored scarves can ignite the imagination while strengthening gross motor skills.”

Peek-a-boo, I See You*    by Barbara Cass-Beggs
(Walk around the circle playing scarf peek-a-boo with each child)
    Peek-a-boo, I see you! I see you smiling there. (2x)
This activity strengthens the connection that has been building between the presenter and the child. Playing a game together and having eye contact adds to the creation of an optimal learning environment.
Scarves Away*    by Barbara Cass-Beggs
(As you walk around the circle singing, expect the children to drop their scarves in the tote bag)
    Scarves away, scarves away. Put your scarves away today. (2x)

Developmental Tip: “Singing a clean-up song makes cleaning up a fun activity for children while teaching the behavior you expect when it is time to put something away.” 
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