What Can I Say?
Sampling of Early Literacy Asides
What makes an effective aside?  An effective aside gives a research-based reason for how or why an activity (playing rhyming games, saying a repeated phrase) or practice (singing, talking, reading, writing, playing) supports an early literacy component or reading skill (decoding—relating letters and sounds to formulate words or comprehension)
An ineffective aside is “Singing will help your child learn to read.” This type of aside is too general; it does not give a reason for why the practice is important.
An effective aside is “Singing slows down language so children hear the smaller sounds in words. This will help them later to sound out words when they learn to read.”

Phonological Awareness
1. Researchers have found that one of the early literacy skills children need to be able to learn to read is to hear the smaller sounds in words. [This is called phonological awareness.] There are many ways to support your children’s ability to hear sounds as you sing, talk, read, write and play with them throughout the day. Today in storytime I’ll be pointing out some ways to help children with rhyming words OR breaking words into syllables OR hearing the beginning sounds in words [choose one].  
2. Singing nursery rhymes helps children get ready to read. Listening to rhymes helps them hear the smaller sounds in words [develop phonological awareness.] Phonological awareness is the term used for the ability to play with sounds in words, an important skill for learning to read. 
3. Talking with your babies is so important –they need to hear the sounds of your language! Until about six months of age your babies are “universal linguists” They can distinguish among each of the 150 sounds of human speech. By 12 months, they recognize the speech sounds only of the languages they hear from the people who talk and play with them. 
4. You may not realize it, but singing songs with your baby/ toddler helps them hear words being broken up into smaller sounds because there is a different note for each syllable. (This skill is part of phonological awareness). 
Vocabulary
1. Vocabulary is knowing the meanings of words for things, concepts, feelings, and ideas. Researchers have found that children with large vocabularies, who know lots of different words, find it easier to read when that time comes. As you sing, talk, read, write and play with your children throughout the day, you can build your children’s vocabulary. 

2. Go ahead and use words that are unfamiliar to your children. Don’t replace words in books that they may not understand. Explain them. When you talk with them try to use the word for a specific thing. For example, if you see a dog on the street, call it a dog, but also the breed if you know it, like a beagle. 

3. Talking with your children, especially as you share books, is one of the best ways to develop your children’s vocabulary. In books they see things they might not otherwise see, like different kinds of animals. Take advantage of expanding their vocabulary by talking with them about the pictures in books.  
4. The richness of your talk when you talk with your child makes a difference in your child’s vocabulary. Business talk, talk to get something done, is not rich talk. Rich talk comes from the extra talk, telling your child a story or talking about something that happened, something you remember, something you’re going to do. Each bit of extra talking may not seem like a lot, but it all adds up to make a big difference in how much your child will understand when he learns to read. 

5. Even when reading a fairly simple story, there are many words that we don’t use in everyday conversation. Even if you don’t talk about the meaning of each unfamiliar word, your children hear the words in the story and get an idea of what they mean as you tell the story and point to the pictures. 

Print Conventions/Print Awareness
1. Print Conventions includes knowing how to handle a book, and noticing print all around us. It is one of the skills researchers say is important to know before children learn to read. As you talk, sing, read, play and write with your children throughout the day, you can find ways to support your children’s awareness of print. I’ll point out some of the ways you can do this in storytime today. 
2. I pointed to some of the words as we read them. I did that not just to help us read together, but also because pointing to the words helps children understand that we are reading the text not the pictures. This is a key concept children need when they learn to read, the idea that text represents what we say.
3. Today’s early literacy skill is focusing on print awareness, helping your children understand that print has meaning. We see print all around us. Signs, t-shirts, banners, fliers—this is called environmental print. When your children notice a stop sign or the sign for your favorite restaurant, that’s print awareness. They are “reading” the sign!

4. Have your children draw a picture. When they tell you about it write down their words. This helps them understand that the written word represents the spoken word, one aspect of print awareness.

5. Talk about writing when you make and send cards for people. Have your child help and remember to ask her to sign her name along with yours! Don’t worry if it is not legible. They are getting the idea that what they write means something. 

Letter Knowledge

1. Letter knowledge is knowing that letters are different from each other and that the same letter can look different. It also includes knowing that letters represent sounds. There are many activities that you can do throughout the day to help develop your children’s letter knowledge in enjoyable ways—by singing, talking, reading, writing, and playing with them. I’ll mention a few of these in our storytime today.  

2. You don’t need an alphabet book to talk about letters. With any book you are reading together, let your child look for the first letter or any of the letters in his or her name. 
3. In order to identify letters, they have to be able to distinguish alike and different. For example a lower case n and a lower case h look almost the same—just the height of the line is different. So, noticing things that are alike and different, playing matching games, all help later with letter knowledge. 
4. Before children learn actual letters, they are aware of shapes. Before they have the coordination to hold a crayon and write they can move their whole arms and bodies. Let’s see you make a circle shape with your whole body! Children identify letters by their shapes.
5. When you and your children go shopping there are so many opportunities to point out letters. If you like, choose a letter from your child’s name and have your child find it wherever they can.
Background Knowledge
1. Children must have a lot of background knowledge, knowledge about the world around them, in order to later understand what they read. Gaining background knowledge begins from birth. Children with strong background knowledge are more likely to understand what they read in grades four and up. They are more likely to become successful readers. One way for them to accumulate knowledge is by talking with them about everything you see and do together.
2. Sharing informational books with your children is one way to build background knowledge. Often, we adults also learn things as we read this kind of book with our children. The more they know about topics, the easier it will be for them to understand what they read about it when they get to school. Children are naturally curious about all kinds of things. Take advantage of it!

3. In order to learn, children need a lot of repetition. They need to hear words over and over again as you are doing things together. They also like you to read favorite books read over and over again. It may get boring for you, but their brains need repetition to learn language. 
4. Helping your children associate books and reading with something enjoyable and positive is supporting print motivation, their interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. Researchers have noted that children who have enjoyable experiences around books are more likely to stick with learning to read even if it is difficult. 
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