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Introduction

What are these programs?
The Breakfast Club/Learning Parties for You and Your Preschooler are designed to convey early literacy information to parents/caregivers. Because many parents/caregivers are able to come only if their children come with them, the programs are designed to accommodate their children as well. 

Each program has certain elements including:

· One early literacy skill highlighted at each of the six programs 

· Sharing of early literacy information

· Sharing of research on the early literacy skill and/or child development

· Demonstration of how book(s) highlight the skill  

· Nursery rhymes and songs, some with early literacy information modeled and explained

· Opportunities for adults to share experiences around language development and sharing books with young children 

· Craft/activity for each participant to continue at home

· Picture book giveaway each week

How are the programs different from storytimes?

Traditional storytimes include the modeling of early literacy skills but no articulation or explanation of them. An early literacy enhanced story time includes asides or tips during the course of the storytime which point out an early literacy skill. The storytime is child-centered. 

The Breakfast Club/Learning Parties are adult-centered. The activities directed at the children are included to keep their attention. They also serve to demonstrate the skill being highlighted. Much more information is offered on the skills.

These programs incorporate time for parent-child book sharing during the course of the program and more discussion around sharing books with children.
Do I have to follow the script exactly?

No, you do not have to follow the script exactly. That said, the elements that make this program distinct from a storytime need to be included. If you decide not to do so, then your program should be publicized as a storytime. 

This means, that the skill information, the research, the demonstration of ways to share a book and the opportunity for the adults to share/read books with their children and to ask questions about techniques to use must be included. You may convey the information in your own words and you may change the order of the elements. 
Sing Talk And Read STAR: A Breakfast Club for You and Your Preschooler
Sing Talk And Read STAR: Learning Parties for You and Your Preschooler
Week 5
Trash to Mash and Make
Letter Knowledge
Preparation

What You Need

Sign in list and pens 

Giveaways noted below

Toys/items for children to play with as they come in

Tables/chairs/rug for room set-up

Nametags/markers

Flipchart stand
Crayon poster
Your Child’s Star flipchart of words

Our Child’s Star flipchart of words

Flannel Board
I Stink! by Kate McMullan

Mouse Shapes by Ellen Walsh

Alphabet Under Construction by Denise Fleming

Letters for Bingo Song to use on flannel board

Writing Development in sheet protector (for presenter)
What I Do/What I Might See—Print Awareness (for presenter only)
Sample I am a STAR Reader magnet photo frame (for presenter only)

Additional book(s)/song(s) of your choice, if needed

Craft/Activity Supplies:


Crayons/markers


Staplers


Scissors


Glue or glue sticks


Old magazines or catalogs

Giveaways/Handouts:

What I Do/What I Might See—Letter Knowledge 
Book: Alphabet Under Construction 
One or two sheets of paper per person (adult and child)

Sing Talk And Read STAR: A Breakfast Club for You and Your Preschooler
Sing Talk And Read STAR: Learning Parties for You and Your Preschooler

Week 5 Plan
Trash to Mash and Make
Letter Knowledge
	Session Summary: What the participants will learn

Information on these threads of learning is included in the script. 

What is the skill and why is it important?
Letter Knowledge is knowing that the same letter can look different, that letters have names and are related to sounds. 

This skill helps children recognize letters when they learn to read. 
What are some activities that help support this skill for the youngest children? 
· Playing with shapes

· Doing puzzles with your child
· Naming letters
· Point out differences between similar letters 

· Noticing what is alike and different; talking about similarities and differences

· Sorting, categorizing

· Commenting on letters when reading books (need not interrupt story)

· Talking to children about letters, how they look

· Talking about and writing letters in child’s name

· Pointing out letters in signs

· Reading alphabet books 

· Encouraging writing  
· Making alphabet books
· Cutting out letters from magazines

	Gathering   Introduce yourself as people gather
· Put out some toys so parents and children can play as they gather.

· Families will sit on the floor but have some chairs available for those who need them

· Go around introducing yourself
· Offer nametags for adults and children


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Opening Song of your choice or

Your Child’s Star, to tune of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Use Your Child’s Star flipchart 
Sing Version 1 first. When they join in, use Version 2.
AND/OR you can do the STAR clap: 

Sing (clap) Talk (clap) And Read (2 quick claps)
	Version 1

Twinkle twinkle all the stars

That is what you really are

We Sing Talk and Read together

We’ll enjoy our books forever

You are your child’s brightest star

That is what you really are. 

YOU are your child’s first teacher. They learn from you, from watching you, by imitating you.

	Introduction
[Depending on size of the group]
Welcome

Let’s all introduce ourselves and our children. 

Review STAR Program

Use crayon poster of six skills to refer to as you mention that there are six skills.

	Welcome everyone! My name is ____. I am the [position] here at [____ Library]. I am so happy to see you here today.

Let’s go around and introduce ourselves to each other. Please introduce your children as well, or they can say their names if they like. 

Today is the first of six STAR Times. STAR stands for Sing Talk And Read. At each of the weekly STAR Times, I’ll be talking about one of the six early literacy skills. We’ll talk about the research on how children develop and how it relates to later being able to read. You are already doing lots of things that support early literacy, which is what children know about reading and writing before they can actually read or write. It’s not about teaching children to read younger and younger. It’s about making sure they have a strong foundation in order to make learning to read easier once they get to school. We can start now! 
Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.] Throughout the program we’ll be singing this little chant to highlight the skill. 
In each session there will be books, songs and rhymes as well as something to take home related to the skill we’re talking about. The six skills are on this poster and today we are doing letter knowledge. I’ll talk about that more in a minute. Right now it’s time for our book!

	Week 4 Recap 

Parent-to-Parent Sharing Time

Use What You Do/What You Might See Handout—Print Awareness from Week 4
	Those of you who were here last week, we talked about print awareness, knowing that print has meaning, how to handle a book, following the text on the page, and noticing print all around us. Who would like to share some of the things you did last week that supported print awareness?  [Encourage discussion/idea sharing]


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Book: I Stink
Introduce the book  (
Read the book.

When you come to the alphabet part, for at least some of the letters read like this:

B banana peels, G gobs of gum. R rotten radishes

After reading the book   (
	Our first book today is called I Stink! by Kate and Jim McMullan. What can you think of that stinks? 

So many things! Well the trash is certainly something that stinks and we have garbage trucks that take our trash away. Let’s see what this garbage truck has to say.

Go back to a page or two and talk about letters. Look at this page. The garbage truck is saying Feed me! Straight into my hopper! Nice toss, guys! Stop!  Look at this word Feed. It’s big and makes it look like the garbage truck is shouting. F  e  e   d  that spells feed. And m  e   that spells me!   Here’s word you may already know S T O P. We see that word on stop signs when driving around. 

This is a good book to talk about letters for a couple of reasons. The most obvious one is that the alphabet is incorporated right into the story, naming the things that are trash. The other thing that makes talking about letters easy is the different size type. You don’t need to talk about the letters every time you read the story.  You may notice other books you read with your child lend themselves to talking about letters. 

	Skill Information
	Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]
Letter knowledge is one of the six early literacy skills. Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]
Letter knowledge is one of the six early literacy skills, knowing that the same letter can look different, that letters have names and are related to sounds. Children who know at least 11 letters by the time they enter school find it easier to learn to read. The most important word to a child is his name, so start with those letters. Be sure to use both upper and lower case letters. 
However drilling children to recognize letters, like with flashcards, is not as effective as having children recognize letters in books and all around them. It helps them see the reason that letters are important and how they work. 


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	Song: Alphabet Song
Sing the alphabet song. 
Words and tune at

www.kididdles.com/lyrics/a004.html
Repeat, if necessary, to get them comfortable with the song.
Sing song to the turn of Mary Had a Little Lamb.  Demonstrate first. Then all together once or twice. 

Tune at:

www.kididdles.com/lyrics/m003.html  
	One way children learn the names of the letters is by singing the alphabet song. They may not relate the letters they sing to the written letters. Often they say them without necessarily understanding what letters are, but this is a first step. And later, even after understanding they are letters, one boy said, “I know how to write all the letters except an LMNO (ellameno).” So you can see their understanding develops over time. 
Let’s sing the alphabet song together. 

Now try this—let’s sing the alphabet song to the tune of Mary Had a Little Lamb. It’s a little hard at first, but it goes like this.

Good job!

	BOOK: Mouse Shapes

Introduce the book

Read the book
	Our next book is Mouse Shapes by Ellen Walsh. You may know her other books, Mouse Paint and Mouse Count. Let’s see what the mice do in this story. 
Seeing shapes and playing with shapes, like playing with puzzles, is one way to develop letter knowledge. Children see the shapes of letters even before they can identify the letters. For example, a triangle can be seen in A, V, W, M and N. 


	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	SONG/FLANNEL BOARD: BINGO

Tune is at 

www.kididdles.com/lyrics/b010.html 
Use letters for B i n g o on flannel board.

In order to be able to say the names of the letters more often, you may want to reverse the clapping beginning with the second verse. For example for verse 2:

There was a farmer who had a dog

And Bingo was his name-O

B- (Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap)
B- (Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap)
B- (Clap, Clap, Clap, Clap)
And Bingo was his name-O!
Verse 3:

There was a farmer who had a dog

And Bingo was his name-O

B - I  (Clap, Clap, Clap)
B - I  (Clap, Clap, Clap)
B - I  (Clap, Clap, Clap)
And Bingo was his name-O!

	Let’s sing the Bingo song together. Really you can do this song with any five-letter word—like pizza!

There was a farmer who had a dog,
And Bingo was his name-O.
B-I-N-G-O!
B-I-N-G-O!
B-I-N-G-O!
And Bingo was his name-O! 

There was a farmer who had a dog,
And Bingo was his name-O.
(Clap)-I-N-G-O!
(Clap)-I-N-G-O!
(Clap)-I-N-G-O!
And Bingo was his name-O!

There was a farmer who had a dog,
And Bingo was his name-O!
(Clap, Clap)-N-G-O!
(Clap, Clap)-N-G-O!
(Clap, Clap)-N-G-O!
And Bingo was his name-O! 


Very good! 

	Book: Alphabet Under Construction

Introduce the book  (
Read all or part of book
You can talk about some of your favorite pages

As you read, point out both the upper case letter and the lower case letter (that begins each phrase).
	In our last book for today is an alphabet book and there is a mouse that likes to make things. It’s called Alphabet Under Construction by Denise Fleming. 




	SEGMENT EXPLANATION
	WHAT YOU SAY

	STAR Read Together Time and Book Handout

Hand out Alphabet Under Construction to each family. 

Depending on the group, you can let them keep the book or collect them and hand them out at the end for them to take home.
	There are many different alphabet books, some with a story and some on a theme, like animals. Some alphabet books are for older children, so if you are looking for alphabet books, be sure to ask us and we’ll be happy to help you find them. You may have noticed that we read alphabet books a little differently than we do story books. Alphabet books offer us an opportunity to pay attention to and to talk about letters in an enjoyable way. You’ll notice that I pointed out both the upper case and lower case letters. We want children to be aware that the same letter can look different.

I am happy to be able to give you this book which we read earlier to take home with you to keep. 
The next five minutes or so is STAR Reading Time. You do not need to read the book from cover to cover. Let your child choose the pages and talk about the letters and what is going on in the pictures. You might also point out the letters in your child’s name. 

Now it’s your turn to share Alphabet Under Construction with your child. 

	Craft/Activity: Make Your Own Alphabet Book
Hand out 1 or 2 pieces of paper to each person, adult and child. Have them fold it in half and cut or tear it so there are two pieces each 5 ½ x 8 ½”. Put the two pieces together and fold them in half to make a book. Staple the folded edge. 

Have each person write the letters of their name on each page. If the name is long, you may need two letters on a page. 

Cut letters from magazines to match the letters on the page. Glue them on.

Color/decorate the cover and put a title of their choice.
What You Do/What You Might See—Letter Knowledge
	Today you can make your own alphabet books. You can see how I have done mine, here. I just took a sheet of paper, cut it in half and folded it to make a book. Then I staple the sides. This alphabet book has to do with the letters in my name. I wrote my name on the front  _______’s Alphabet Book. Then I wrote each letter of my name on a page. I looked through some magazines and cut out letters that match the letters in my name, upper and lower case. 
I’ll be giving each of you paper to make your own alphabet book, you will have one and your child will have one. If your child can’t write his or her name yet, just write it for them and say the letters as you write them. Even if they can’t write the letters, they may be able to pick out letters to match the ones you have written. If they point to a letter in a magazine that doesn’t match the letter you’re looking for, talk about how the letter is the same or different. If there are just too many letters on one page, then you may narrow the choices. For example if you are looking for a d in Kadir’s name, you may point to a d and an o and say, which one looks like the d in your name? Remember you are cutting out the LETTERS not the pictures that start with that letter. That’s because in English one letter can have different sounds. For this activity, we’re just recognizing letters and their names. 

At home you can make more books and use them in different ways, drawing pictures and writing what your child says,  cutting out pictures and writing the words, and so forth. 

When you’re done, let me see your alphabet books. 

I am also handing out this bookmark on letter knowledge and ways to keep it going at home.  I’ll be interested to hear what you are doing to support letter knowledge with your children.

	Preview Next Week
	So, share books with your children every day. Next week we’ll be talking about print motivation and our book will be Caps for Sale
Looking forward to your coming to our last session together.

Remember Sing [clap] Talk [clap] And Read [clap, clap]   [Repeat two more times, encouraging them to join in.]

─STAR—YOU are your child’s star.


“I am a STAR READER” Magnet Photo Frame

Version 2


Twinkle twinkle all the stars


That is what we really are


We Sing Talk and Read together


We’ll enjoy our books forever


We are our child’s brightest star


That is what we really are.

















Area of photo that can be seen well.


1.5” diameter


circle








Program Note:


At the last session participants will receive a magnet photo frame that says “I am a STAR READER.  At the last session, you may simply hand out the magnets and explain how to use them. Or, if you wish you can take photos of the adult reading together at any of the sessions, and have them ready to hand out at the last session. 


NOTE: It is the ADULT who is the star. Please take the photo of the adult. 





Details for the photos: 


The magnet is rectangular (3.5” wide x 4.5” high) with a star that you can push out so that a star hole (about 3” from left to right point ) remains. The photo itself  can be about 3” – 3.5” square. However, the area that shows through well is about the size of a 1.5” diameter circle. 


See last page of this script for outline of actual sizes. 





If





Approximate size of the star hole (3.4”wide x 3.25” high), but points are rounded. 
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