Read Together Time

Introduction

The following scripts are designed to convey early literacy information in small segments. They can be used in a variety of ways, some of which are listed below. Use them in ways that best fit your community and your situation. 

Each script highlights one aspect of each of the six early literacy skills:

· Print Motivation

· Phonological Awareness

· Vocabulary

· Narrative Skills

· Print Awareness

· Letter Knowledge

For each skill there are four scripts. 

Each script is

· designed to be five minutes or less. 

· divided into three age levels: newborn to two years, two and three year olds, four and five year olds

· divided into three sections: 

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed with a book

· what to do to support the aspect of the skill discussed if you do not have a book

· inviting the adult to share a book from display with young child

The scripts are designed to be used in a personal way, in very small groups when you can relate to each person or in one-on-one situations. Because the scripts are divided into age-levels, you can choose the script that best fits with the age of the child that is present. 

Organization:

For each script a chart shows the following:

· The early literacy skill and the aspect of the skill being highlighted

· Preparation needed: books to pull, reading through the script, materials

· Display: items to pull to display so that participants can share a book or books with their children

Possible Uses: 

Read Together Program

In library or other community gathering place

Weekly program for 1.5 to 2 hours. Each family may drop in for about 15 minutes. 

On-the-Spot STAR Read Together

Choose one script for the week.

Any time young children and their parent/caregiver come into the library, demonstrate the skill and activity 

Outreach

Work with community organizations such as health clinics, homeless shelters, home visiting programs, support groups through faith organizations, foster care and others. 

STAR Read Together Time

Print Motivation #1
	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Importance of positive feeling about books

Babies chew/bite books

Toddlers—some books are going to get messed up
	Importance of positive feeling around books

Children like repetition and learn from it

Opportunity to choose books
	Importance of positive feeling around books

Children like repetition and learn from it

Opportunity to choose books

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby

Board book with bright colors and clear pictures, pictures of things they know

Board books of rhymes/songs
	Three books children this age like
	Three books children this age like

	Display Items: 

	
	Board book with bright colors and clear pictures, pictures of things they know

Board books of rhymes/songs
	Any books children like at this age
	Any books children like at this age


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	One of the best things you can do to help your child be ready to learn to read is to make booksharing an enjoyable time. By providing your child with an enjoyable experience around books, you are developing the skill researchers call print motivation, a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. As you may know, many children find learning to read difficult when they are taught in school. Children who have had positive experiences around books and reading before they get to school are more likely to stick with learning to read even when it is difficult. 

Babies: We know that when you give a baby a book, they are going to bite on it or chew on it. Just like everything else—into the mouth it goes! Our first reaction is to say, “No, no, no, don’t put the book in your mouth.” But the baby then thinks he shouldn’t touch the book. It is better to say, “Oh, that book looks delicious, let’s take it out of your mouth and see what’s inside.” Then start talking about the pictures. [Demonstrate using doll/stuffed animal.] You can always give your baby a rattle or something else to chew on. You’ll find that very soon they start batting at the pages to try to turn them. That’s good, encourage them. This is how they learn about books. 

Toddlers: One way to get your toddler involved and interested in reading books is to let them turn the pages. They are not very coordinated yet, so these board books are helpful and the thick pages make it easier to turn the pages. Your toddler may not sit very long at one time to listen to books. Don’t turn it into a power struggle. Keep them interested as long as you can by talking about the pictures. [Demonstrate using a board book] Point to the pictures and let them talk about the pictures too. [Demonstrate]. If they are still not interested, try again another time. 

Babies and Toddlers: Read with your baby/toddler every day, even if it is for a few minutes at a time. Do you share books with your baby/toddler? Tell me how it is for you.  

	
	No book handy? That’s OK; you can read anything. Reading anything . . . it could be books, but also magazines, cereal boxes, instructions on how to put something together, recipes, and signs. Tell your child about things you are reading. 

	
	Here are some colorful board books. Take a little time to share one with your baby/toddler.




Print Motivation #1

Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	One of the best things you can do to help your child be ready to learn to read is to make book-sharing an enjoyable time. By providing your child with an enjoyable experience around books, you are developing the skill researchers call print motivation, a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. As you may know, many children find learning to read difficult when they are taught in school. Children who have had positive experiences around books and reading before they get to school are more likely to stick with learning to read even when it is difficult. 

Researchers have found that when the interaction around the book is negative, like a power struggle to get your child to read with you, then they associate books and reading with that negativity. You can help make book-sharing enjoyable by encouraging your child to talk about what is happening in the picture. Let your child choose the book you will read together. [Demonstrate laying out 2 or 3 books] For example you can lay out 2 or 3 books and say, which one would you like to read together now? Let your child choose. Then start reading the book or talk about the pictures together. 

Often children this age choose the same book over and over again. You may get bored reading the same book repeatedly, but children need repetition to learn. So, know that each time you are reading that book with your child, you are helping him learn.

Do you share books with your child? Tell me how it is for you. 

	
	No book handy? That’s OK; you can read anything. Reading anything . . . it could be books, but also magazines, cereal boxes, instructions on how to put something together, recipes, and signs. Also, when you read something interesting or learned something new by reading about it, tell your child what was interesting and that you found it out by reading about it in a magazine.  

	
	Here are some books you and your child might enjoy. Take a little time to have your child choose one and share it with your child.

	Four/Five Year Olds
	One of the best things you can do to help your child be ready to learn to read is to make book-sharing time an enjoyable time. By providing your child with an enjoyable experience around books, you are developing the skill researchers call print motivation, a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. As you may know, many children find learning to read difficult when they are taught in school. Children who have had positive experiences around books and reading are more likely to stick with learning to read even when it is difficult. 

It is common for parents to quiz children about books especially as they get closer to entering kindergarten. It is good to make sure your child understands what you are reading, but you still want to make the experience an enjoyable one, not like a child is being tested. [Demonstrate reading all or part of a book and then asking the child “What did you think of that?”
Allowing your child to choose what book to read adds to enjoyment. For example you can lay out 2 or 3 books and say, which one would you like to read together now? Let your child choose and start reading the book or talk about the pictures together. 

[Demonstrate laying out 2 or 3 books.] Often children this age choose the same book over and over again. You may get bored reading the same book repeatedly, but children need repetition to learn. To make it more interesting you can talk about the same book in different ways. For example, with The Little Engine That Could by Wally Piper, one time you might read the book straight through and talk about what happened. Another time you may talk about toys your child likes to play with. Another time you may talk about something that was hard for your child and they finally did it! [Demonstrate with a book of your choice.] 

Do you share books with your child? Tell me how it is for you. 

	
	No book handy? That’s OK; you can read anything. Reading anything . . . it could be books, but also magazines, cereal boxes, instructions on how to put something together, recipes, and signs. Also, when you read something interesting or learned something new by reading about it, tell your child what was interesting and that you found it out by reading about it in a magazine.   

	
	We have a display of books here. Take a little time to have your child choose one and share it with your child.



STAR Read Together Time
Print Motivation #2

	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Short attention span, cheerful voice

Child joins in

Babies: use of “parentese” 
	Keep positive; 
Use cheerful voice

Encourage participation—repeat phrase
	Keep positive

Use cheerful voice
Encourage participation—repeat phrase
Don’t get too academic like a quiz

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby

Any board book appropriate for age level

Board book with animals 
	Book with repeated phrase

Book with characters that can talk in different voices
	Book with repeated phrase 

Book with characters that can talk in different voices

	Display Items: 

	
	Any board book appropriate for age level
	Books with repetition of action or repeated phrase

Books with characters that can talk in different voices
	Books with repetition of action or repeated phrase

Books with characters that can talk in different voices


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	You may have heard that reading with your child is the best thing you can do to help your child become a reader.  In fact, researchers have noted this in several studies. You may also have heard to read with your child 15 or 20 minutes a day. But, young children have short attention spans. They can’t focus on one thing for too long at a time. So, if you keep their attention around a book for even a short period of time, that’s good! Keeping book-reading or book-sharing enjoyable is important so that your child will want to play with books and read books over and over again. As they get older they will listen and interact around books for a longer time. You make book-sharing enjoyable in the way you share books with your child. This is how you develop your child’s print motivation, an interest in books and reading, one of the six early literacy skills. 
Babies: Babies often respond to your voice if you use “parentese.”  That means talking like this [demonstrate]—in a higher pitched voice, more slowly than normal speech, in short sentences and very clearly, even making some sounds more exaggerated. For children up to a year old, researchers have found that children will pay more attention to what you say if you speak in parentese, even if you are using words you would use to another adult! 

You can choose any book and try reading it with your baby using parentese to keep his attention longer. You might also be able to keep them interested by letting them try to turn the pages of a board book even though it might look like they are batting the pages. [Demonstrate reading a few pages in a book using parentese.]
Toddlers: With toddlers, using a cheerful voice when you read can help keep their attention. Many books for toddlers have animals. If the book has animals but the animal sounds are not written out, just add the sounds yourself. [Demonstrate using books with animals.] Find ways to let your toddler participate. You can do this by encouraging your child to repeat what you said, by having him say animal sounds, letting him talk about the pictures even if you don’t understand everything he says, and having him turn the pages. When it is no longer enjoyable, stop and read together another time. Several short times during a day is often better than trying to read for one longer time. 
Babies and Toddlers: Read with your child every day, for as long as it is enjoyable.  

	
	No book handy? You can still help your child see reading as enjoyable.

Read to your child from a magazine or catalog you may be looking at. 

You can play a sign-reading game with your toddler. Your child points to a sign and you read what it says. Your child may point to an EXIT sign, a STOP sign, a restroom sign, signs in stores, so many! 

	
	Here are some board books you and your child might enjoy. Choose one together. Try reading with your baby in parentese, or finding ways to let your toddler participate as you read together. 




Print Motivation #2
Script continued:

	Two/Three Year Olds
	You may have heard that reading with your child is the best thing you can do to help your child become a reader.  In fact, researchers have noted this in several studies. You may also have heard to read with your child 15 or 20 minutes a day. But, young children have short attention spans. So, if you keep their attention around a book for even a short period of time, that’s good! Keeping book reading or book-sharing enjoyable is important so that your child will want to play with books and read books over and over again. They will listen and interact around books for a longer time.  

You can help your child develop one of the six early literacy skills, print motivation, by supporting your child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading, by making the reading experience an enjoyable one. One way you can do that is by reading books with a cheerful voice. [Demonstrate reading a couple of pages from a book of your choice.] You can also try using different voices for different characters.  Demonstrate cheerful voice and different voices but in a simple way. You want parents to see they can do it.] If there are animals in the story, say the sound the animal makes even if it is not written in the book. These are things to help make the book interesting to your child. 
Some books have a word or phrase that is repeated. [Demonstrate with book of your choice that has repeated phrase.] Encourage your child to join in and say that repeated phrase. 
Encourage them to participate by asking them about what they see in the pictures. Be patient as they tell you about what they see.

All of these little things help to keep your child’s interest in the book. When it is no longer enjoyable, stop and read together another time. Several short times during a day is often better than trying to read for one longer time.

You may do some of the things I spoke of just naturally. Are there some other things that work well for you in keeping your child’s attention?

	
	Even if you don’t have a book handy, you can still help your child see reading as enjoyable. 

If you don’t have a children’s book with you, you can read to your child from a magazine you may be looking at. 

You can play a sign-reading game with your child. You point to a sign and say, I’ll read what it says. Which ones can you read? Your child may point to an EXIT sign, a STOP sign, a restroom sign, food box or can, signs in stores, so many!

	
	Here are some books with repeated phrases or with characters where you can try out different voices. Take a little time to share a book with your child this way. 

	Four/Five Year Olds
	You may have heard that reading with your child is the best thing you can do to help your child become a reader.  In fact, researchers have noted this in several studies. You may also have heard to read with your child 15 or 20 minutes a day. But, some children have short attention spans. So, if you keep their attention around a book for even a short period of time, that’s good! Keeping book reading or book-sharing time enjoyable is important so that your child will want to play with books and read books over and over again. They will listen and interact around books for a longer time. One of the six early literacy skills is print motivation, a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. You can help develop your child’s print motivation by making the reading experience an enjoyable one. 
One way you can do that is by reading books with a cheerful voice. [Demonstrate reading a couple of pages from a book of your choice.] You can also try using different voices for different characters.  Demonstrate cheerful voice and different voices but in a simple way. You want parents to see they can do it.] If there are animals in the story, say the sound the animal makes even if it is not written in the book. These are things to help make the book interesting to your child. 

Some books have a word or phrase that is repeated. [Demonstrate with book of your choice that has repeated phrase.] Encourage your child to join in and say that repeated phrase. 

Encourage them to participate by asking them about what they see in the pictures. Be patient as they tell you about what they see.
As your child gets closer to school-age you may think you need to ask more questions to make sure your child understands. Remember to keep your book reading times enjoyable. You may ask your child a question like “What happened? Or “What is this character doing?” Try not to make it into a test.

You may do some of the things I spoke of just naturally. Are there some other things that work well for you in keeping your child’s attention?

	
	No book handy? There are still ways that you can support print motivation. For example, if your child loves to read, rejoice! Don’t use reading time as a punishment. Don’t say, “if you don’t do . . . you will have to read for 10 minutes.” Also don’t say, “if you don’t do . . . I won’t read with you before bed.” In both cases reading is being used as a punishment. It is important for children to associate reading with enjoyment.   

	
	Here are some books with repeated phrases or with characters where you can try out different voices. Take a little time to share a book with your child this way.



STAR Read Together Time

Print Motivation #3
	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Keep children’s interest through participation: peek-a-boo or other game
	Keep children’s interest through participation: game, action to repeated phrase 
	Keep children’s interest through participation: game, action to  repeated phrase

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby

Board book that names parts of the body such as Look at the Baby by Kelly Johnson

Board book using peek-a-boo such as Peekaboo Morning by Isadora

Board book with animal pictures Ex.  I Love Animals by McDonnell

Picture book of song Ex. Hush Little Baby
Optional: materials to make a book (see instructions under No Book Handy? section)
	Book with clothing, Ex. Froggy Gets Dressed by London

Book where actions can be put to repeated phrase, Ex. Stuck in the Mud by Clarke 

Book about animals 

Ex. I Love Animals by McDonnell

Picture book of song such a Cows in the Kitchen by Crebbin
	Any book appropriate for this age child

	Display Items: 

	
	Board book that names parts of the body

Board book using peek-a-boo

Any board book, such as flip books, that  you can make into a game 

Picture books of songs


	Book with clothing such as A Jacket I Wear in the Snow  by Neitzel
Book where actions can be put to repeated phrase 

Picture books of songs
	Any book appropriate for this age child


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Babies: Children who enjoy books are more likely to become good readers. That enjoyment of books starts with you even when your child is young, a baby. You can make reading books a game with your baby.
[Demonstrate with Look at the Baby or a book of your choice that names parts of the body.] Here is a beautiful book called Look at the Baby! by Kelly Johnson. Legs, look at these chubby little legs. [Point to picture.] Where are your legs? Here is one of your legs. Here’s your other leg. You have two legs.  [You can demonstrate using a doll or stuffed animal.] By helping your child relate to what is going on in the book you are making book-sharing enjoyable which is developing print motivation, a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books. 
Toddlers: Children who enjoy books are more likely to become good readers. That enjoyment of books starts with you even when your child is young, a baby. You can make reading books a game with your toddler. Toddlers love to play peek-a-boo. There are so many books that use peek-a-boo or hiding as a theme. Some of them are flap books. This one is called Peekaboo Morning by Rachel Isadora.  [Demonstrate with a peek-a-boo type of book of your choice.]  You can use your hand or a blanket or towel to play a peek-a-boo game as you read the book or after you finish the book. Cover their favorite toy with the blanket and say, Peek-a-boo…I see your (name of object).
Snap the book open and shut, saying Hello, Goodbye.[Demonstrate]

If you’re looking at a book like this one I Love Animals by Flora McDonnell, you can stop and sing a song about animals, like Old MacDonald Had a Farm. 

Some songs have been made into picture books, like Hush Little Baby. [Show song book of your choice.] You can sing the song as you look at the pictures. 
(Optional) What things work with you to keep your child involved with books? 
By helping your child relate to what is going on in the book you are making book-sharing enjoyable which is developing print motivation.

	
	No book handy? Make a book. Use pictures of your child or cut out pictures from magazines or catalogs. Glue the pictures to paper, cut up cereal boxes, or cardboard. Staple the pages together. Share the booklet with your child. Talk about the pictures.

	
	Here are some board books that use peek-a-boo or other games you might like to try together. 




Print Motivation #3

Script continued:
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Children who enjoy books are more likely to become good readers. That enjoyment of books starts with you even when your child is young. Sometimes, in order to keep your child’s attention on the book, you may have to expand on it. You can make some books into a game with your child and then go back to reading. 
For example, you might be reading a book about different pieces of clothing. This book is called Froggy Gets Dressed by Jonathan London. [Read a few pages of this book or one of your choice with clothing.] You and your child can gather different pieces of clothing of different family members and have your child say which shirt belongs to whom. Whose shirt is this? Whose pants are these? Do I wear my shoes on my ears?

Another way to play with a book is to put actions to a repeated phrase. Here is a book called Stuck in the Mud by Jane Clarke. [Demonstrate with book of your choice where actions can be put to words]. In this book, the animals pushed and pulled, so your child can make pushing and pulling motions. 
If you’re looking at a book like this one I Love Animals by Flora McDonnell, you can stop and sing a song about animals, like Old MacDonald Had a Farm. 

Some songs have been made into picture books, like Cows in the Kitchen by June Crebbin. This one is to the tune of Shoo Fly Don’t Bother Me. [Show song book of your choice.] You can sing the song as you look at the pictures. 

These are just some examples of ways to keep your child involved with the book. As you become more familiar with a book, you can think of different ways to keep your child involved. 

(Optional) What things work with you to keep your child involved with books? 

	
	No book handy? Children often ask us questions that we do not know the answer to. Tell them that you don’t know but that later you can go to the library together to find out. Looking in books, in magazines, or on a website might help us find the answer. Relating reading to their personal interest supports print motivation. And children understand that books and the library can be a great tool for discovery.

	
	Here are some books that have repeated phrases or actions that make it easy to keep your child’s interest. Try one with your child. 

	Four/Five Year Olds
	Children who enjoy books are more likely to become good readers. That enjoyment of books starts with you. Sometimes, in order to keep your child’s attention on the book, you may have to expand on it. You can make some books into a game with your child and then go back to reading.  
After you read a book with your child, you can play a game.  Here’s a book of The Three Billy Goats Gruff. [Read book or demonstrate with book of your choice.]  If you play a game called “My New Ending”, you ask your child to come up with a different ending. You might ask, what do you think might happen to these three goats now that they have enough grass to eat, what might happen next?

Or play the “What If” game—what if one of the characters did something different; what might have happened? You might say, what might have happened if the big billy goat went first and the troll was scared? 
These are just some examples of ways to keep your child involved with the book. As you become more familiar with a book, you can think of different ways to keep your child involved. 

(Optional) What things work with you to keep your child involved with books? 

	
	No book handy? Children often ask us questions that we do not know the answer to. Tell them that you don’t know but that later you can go to the library together to find out. Looking in books, in magazines, or on a website might help us find the answer. Relating reading to their personal interest supports print motivation. And children understand that books and the library can be a great tool for discovery.

	
	Here are some books you and your child might enjoy. Some have repeated phrases or actions that make it easy to keep your child’s interest. Others, you can play the My New Ending or What If games. Try one with your child. 




STAR Read Together Time
Print Motivation #4
	
	Newborn to Two
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Four/Five Year Olds

	Skill Summary:

	
	Interest you and child

Let child see you reading

Babies like books of faces, bright pictures

Toddlers like things they understand, more concrete world, repeated phrases and rhymes
	Choose books on topics that interest you; include factual books as well as storybooks

Let child see you reading

Use books of interest to your child—animals, trucks, etc. 
	Choose books on topics that interest you; include factual books as well as storybooks

Let child see you reading

Use books of interest to your child—animals, princesses,  trucks

	Preparation:

	Review script.

Examples are given in the script; use these or items of your own choice to demonstrate
	Doll or stuffed animal to demonstrate with baby

Board books with faces, bright pictures

Board books suitable for toddlers about world around them

Board books with rhyme or nursery rhymes

Board books with rhythmic language
	Books on topics of interest for this age group, storybooks and easy factual books
	Books on topics of interest for this age group, storybook and easy factual book

	Display Items: 

	
	Board books with faces, bright pictures

Board books suitable for toddlers about world around them

Board books with rhyme or nursery rhymes

Board books with rhythmic language
	Books on topics of interest for this age group, storybooks and easy factual books
	Books on topics of interest for this age group, storybooks and easy factual books such as: 

Watch Me Grow series

This Train, This Truck, This Boat, etc. by Collicut


Script:

	Newborn to Two Year Olds
	Researchers have found that reading to a young child every day is the single most important thing that parents can do to help their children be successful in school. When you make reading a priority, it shows your child that reading is important.

Certain books will hold a child’s interest longer than others. 
Babies: For babies, books with pictures of other babies and faces. They also like books with bright, clear pictures. They also respond well to books of nursery rhymes and books that rhyme and have rhythm. Here are some examples of these types of books. [Demonstrate reading a few pages from a couple of different kinds of books.] 
Toddlers: Toddlers seem to enjoy books with animals and about things in their experience such as getting dressed, playing, food and eating, toys, and little adventures. They also respond well to books of nursery rhymes and books that rhyme and have rhythm. Here are some examples of these types of books. [Demonstrate reading a few pages from a couple of different kinds of books.] 

Choosing books based on your child’s interest will make it more likely they will enjoy the book, which develops their print motivation, one of the six early literacy skills researchers say is important for children to learn to read. What are some of the things your toddler is interested in? 

It is also important to choose books YOU like. Try reading a book to your child that you don’t like so much and then one you do. I bet you’ll see a difference in your child’s interest as well. 

One of the best things you can do to help your child become a reader is to let them see YOU reading, whether it is a book, a catalog, a recipe. They love to imitate what you do. They notice what is important to YOU. 

	
	No book handy? Have a look at the mail. Talk with your child about what came in the mail, even if it is an advertisement or a catalog. You can point out your name and talk about who it came from.

	
	Here are some books that usually keep the attention of young children. Young children have short attention spans. See if you like any of these. If not, let me know and I’ll find some others you and your child might enjoy together.




Print Motivation #4
Script continued:
	Two/Three Year Olds
	Researchers have found that reading to a young child every day is the single most important thing that parents can do to help their children be successful in school. When you make reading a priority, it shows your child that reading is important.
When choosing books to share with your child, think of what they are interested in. What is your child interested in? What does s/he like to do? 

For example, if they like to build with blocks, what does he like to build? Towers—in the library, we have books on skyscrapers; likes to build boats—the library has books with boats in them. We have true books on boats as well as stories with boats. It is good to start from your child’s interest.

Does your child play with stuffed animals? Or do you have a pet? You might choose a storybook or true book on an animal. [Demonstrate reading excerpts from story and factual books on topic you have chosen.] Be prepared to read favorite books over and over again! If you get bored, try reading them in different ways—taking turns, talking about the pictures, reading the text. 
It is also important to choose books YOU like. Your child picks up on your enthusiasm. Try reading a book to your child that you don’t like so much and then one you do. I bet you’ll see a difference in your child’s interest as well.

One of the best things you can do to help your child become a reader is to let them see YOU reading, whether it is a book, a catalog, a recipe. They love to imitate what you do. They notice what is important to YOU.  You can read together in different ways, you reading to your child, of course. You can also have a reading time where each of you is reading your own books or magazine. After some reading talk about what you read and let your child tell you about what she “read.” 

	
	No book handy? You can help your child understand how useful reading is. Make a game of seeing words all around you.

Play the What Can You Read game. Your child might be able to read a gas station sign or a sign on a grocery store or fast food restaurant because they recognize the logo. This is a first step to reading!

	
	Here are some books, factual books and storybooks, on several topics. See if you and your child find any of these of interest. If not, tell me what you and your child are interested in and I will find something you can both enjoy together.

	Four/Five Year Olds
	Researchers have found that reading to a young child every day is the single most important thing that parents can do to help their children be successful in school. When you make reading a priority, it shows your child that reading is important.

When choosing books to share with your child, think of what they are interested in. Many children this age like to collect things or become very interested in a particular subject and want to know all about it. Is there something that your child interested in? What does s/he like to do? 

[Demonstrate reading excerpts from story and factual book on topic of your choice.] Be prepared to read favorite books over and over again! If you get bored, try reading them in different ways—taking turns, talking about the pictures, reading the text. 
Many children this age love factual books. These books help answer their many questions. When you look for the answer in a book together, you are showing your child that books are filled with information they can use. 
It is also important to choose books YOU like. They will pickup on your enthusiasm for the topic. 

One of the best things you can do to help your child become a reader is to let them see YOU reading, whether it is a book, a catalog, a recipe. They love to imitate what you do. They notice what is important to YOU. You can read together in different ways, you reading to your child, of course. You can also have a reading time where each of you is reading your own books or magazine. After some reading talk about what you read and let your child tell you about what she “read.”

	
	No book handy? You can help your child understand how useful reading is. Make a game of seeing words all around you.

Play the What Can You Read game. Your child might be able to read a gas station sign or a sign on a grocery store or fast food restaurant because they recognize the logo. They may be able to notice signs that tell which direction to go or watch for street signs that start with a certain letter.

	
	Here are some books, factual books and storybooks, on several topics. See if you and your child find any of these of interest. If not, tell me what you and your child are interested in and I will find something you can both enjoy together.
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