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It’s Your Turn, Baby


Narrative Skills


Ability to describe things and events, to tell and retell stories





What You Do, What You Might See





You and Your Baby:


When I talk to my baby, I allow time for my baby to babble back to me. 





When I use lots of different facial expressions with my baby, I notice that my baby reacts to what I am saying. I give my baby time to babble back to me. 





I realize that my baby is communicating with me by using gestures, such as waving, pointing, nodding, and clapping, pushing food or drink away, or lifting arms to be picked up. 





I “narrate my day” to my baby, saying what I am doing as I do it or saying what my baby is doing as she/he does things. I wait for my baby to talk to me too. 





I say nursery rhymes to my child, repeating them, and encouraging my baby to say them too. 





I share books with my baby, talking about the pictures, encouraging my baby to “talk” about the pictures too. 





I ask “what” questions when we look at pictures in a book or magazine. Then I say what the picture is and give my baby time to imitate me.





Even if I get tired of singing songs, saying nursery rhymes, and reading books over and over again, I still do it because it helps my baby learn.





I visit the library with my baby.
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It’s Your Turn, Baby 


Narrative Skills


Ability to describe things and events, to tell and retell stories





What You Do/ What You Might See





You and Your Toddler


When I talk with my toddler, I allow time for my toddler to talk back. This may be from five to twelve seconds. 





When my toddler is communicating with me by using gestures, I say the words and encourage my toddler to say them as well. 





The more I repeat a nursery rhyme and do some actions, my toddler tries to say the words.  





Using pictures, flannel board figures, stuffed animals, or puppets as I say nursery rhymes or tell stories encourages my toddler to say the words herself.





The more I sing with my toddler, the more my toddler is remembering and able to sing the song (even if I cannot understand all his/her words).





When I read books with my toddler, I include a repeated phrase that my toddler can try to say. 





When I read books with my toddler, I don’t worry if I can’t finish the book. I know that listening to what my toddler is saying about the pictures is helping to develop narrative skills.





When I read books with my toddler, I ask “what” questions, wait for a response, and add more words. I encourage my child to repeat what I say, but I don’t force it.





Even if I get tired of singing songs, saying animal sounds, saying nursery rhymes, and reading books over and over again, I still do it because it helps my toddler learn. 





I visit the library with my toddler.
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